WPNA Meeting Minutes

Memorial United Methodist Church

7/14/18
I. Welcome: Meeting was called to order at 10:10 am by WPNA Treasurer Meg Brooks (the remainder of the WPNA ExCom were absent).  No new neighbors, newsletter deliverers or sponsors were present, and Meg noted that two newsletter deliverers are needed.

II. Parks Update and Future Plans:

Christine Canul: Partner Liaison for Parks and Recreation Department at City of Austin  

(Christine.Canul@AustinTexas.gov) PARD has launched the new & improved Community Activated Park Projects program (CAPP), with the goal of streamlining the proposal process for nonprofit community partners and neighborhoods seeking to initiate parkland improvements. Proposals will be reviewed on a quarterly basis by the PARD Review Committee. The application form is online at austintexas.gov/department/community-activated-park-projects. • The planning process is underway for improvements to the trail connecting to the creek bridge in Bartholomew. •The Little Walnut Creek Greenbelt received a community-initiated master plan grant, facilitated by the National Park Service's Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance program. Austin-based planning firm Asakura Robinson will develop the master plan. A third public input meeting has yet to be scheduled.
Kathleen Manello: Community Engagement Manager at Austin Parks Foundation (Kathleen@AustinParks.org) Pomerleau Park was awarded APF's 2018 Master Planning grant, and APF will assist the PARD with its development. APF promotes park stewardship, assists with grant applications, offers grants to neighborhoods requesting park repairs & maintenance, provides loaner tools & snacks and helps recruit park cleanup day volunteers. APF is advocating for the upcoming $231 million bond for parks & green spaces, and for the city's budget in include regular park maintenance.
Tessa Rangel & Carl Loftis: Austin Park Rangers (Tessa.Rangel@AustinTexas.gov) Park Rangers are not enforcement officers & recommend a 911 call for any dangerous or illegal activity. They serve as ambassadors for Austin's park system whose primary mission is education & outreach to youth, including pre-schoolers, to cultivate stewardship and promote responsible recreation & conservation of natural resources for the benefit of our community. They support park cleanup days, and their programs include “Read with a Ranger” (at their Zilker Cottage HQ), play-with-nature events and leave-no-trace instruction.  WPNA requested more visibility of Park Rangers at events in Bartholomew Park.
Jeanette Swenson: Noted planning & development efforts for Pomerleau Park. Hopes WPNA can apply for APF's $100K grant. Asked for recommendations on a difficult poison ivy problem at the site. • The Bartholomew playscape shade grant was denied, but the East Austin Kiwani's will hold a butterfly event this fall at Mueller's Lake Park to benefit the playscape shades.

III. Yard of the Month: Sara Lee presented, though Winston Denny & Jennifer Lacy of 6000 Dunbury Drive were not present. Sara described of their yard, and their planting philosophy - “plant what you like & see what happens.” They'll receive a Shoal Creek Nursery $50 gift card.

IV. Minutes from June: Motion to approve minutes by Brian Graham, second by Martin Luecke. All voted in favor. 

V. Treasurer’s Report: Meg Brooks: No news. The report was on the agenda reverse.

VI. Citizen's Communication:

Brian Graham: Reported on the July 9 Windsor Park Contact Team meeting - Mt. Sinai Baptist Church is seeking a rezoning prior to selling their 8500 Cameron Road property to a developer who is planning a 450-unit apartment complex with podium parking. Compatibility standards will reduce the allowable building height along the Cameron edge. • Ryan Garrett, WP resident & manager of Stubb's Barbecue downtown, sought the CT's response about possibly opening a bar in the small strip center on Rogge near Manor Road. • The Patels, owners of the coming convenience store at 6303 Cameron Rd., asked for feedback on their possible purchase of an adjacent duplex at 6301 Cameron, which faces Glenwood Dr., in order to demolish it & construct a driveway to Glenwood away from the difficult left-turn exit from the store's site. The CT's discouraged that idea. | Brian further noted some social media posters have questioned WPNA's vote opposing rezoning at 5933 Westminster to allow alcohol sales at the upcoming fast-food/convenience store. The opposition stemmed from the owner's refusal to prohibit single container alcohol sales. • The City is hosting a July 17 meeting at the University Hills Branch Library on the proposed Future Land Use Map amendment to the UH/WP Neighborhood Plan for the Berkman Terrace project at 6203, 6205 & 6207 Berkman Dr.
Mary Aleshire: Requested WPNA to ask the Housing Authority of the City of Austin (HACA) to remove the semi-enclosed Gaston Place bus stop due to criminal activity within. Brian Graham moved, Martin Luecke seconded, for WPNA go on record via a letter asking HACA to demolish the stop & replace it with an open-style CapMetro stop. The motion passed unanimously.
Jeanette Swenson: Noted the list & projected timing of improvements planned for Berkman Drive between 51st Street & US 290 emailed by Jesse Duncan of the Active Transportation and Street Design Division of the City of Austin Transportation Department on July 13.
David Butts: Spoke to the crowded street parking conditions on Patton Lane, and noted that CodeNext will likely decrease off-street parking requirements.
Motion was made to adjourn at 12:01 pm. 
