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NOVEMBER LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Neighbors,

I’ve got some great news to report: at our last general meeting on October 10th Pastor Lee 
Lever of the Austin Mennonite Church presented the WPNA with a check for $650.  These 
monies were raised at the Pancake Fundraiser Breakfast held at the church in September. 
This money will go toward our Reagan Scholarship Fund. Last year we were able to award 
two $1000 scholarships. We are hopeful to be able to award more scholarships this year. 
If you would like to donate to the Regan Scholarship Fund, please do so on our website: 
http://www.windsorpark.info/ 

In other news: at our last meeting we also had a very informative presentation by Jessica 
Castilleja of the Workers Defense Project. The Workers Defense Project is a non-profit, 
membership-based organization that aims to empower low-income workers to achieve fair 
employment through education, direct services, organizing, and strategic partnerships. Ms. 
Castilleja’s presentation focused primarily on the Build It Better program. This program 
aims to improve the safety conditions for construction workers, secure them benefits and 
protections while on the job, and insure that the wages these workers are receiving are fair. 
You can learn more about the Workers Defense Project and their Build It Better Program at 
http://www.workersdefense.org/build-it-better/ 

As announced at the last meeting, we are still in the process of organizing our annual 
holiday party. The holiday party is always held on the second Saturday in December. In 
the past we have held the party from 10am-12pm, the same time that we hold our monthly 
meetings. However, this year we are going to try something different and hold it later in the 
day. Our hope is that this will increase attendance and make for a more successful potluck 
lunch.

Finally, we will be holding elections for 2016 for our WPNA officers at the general meeting 
on November 14th. At that meeting we will be accepting nominations from the floor. All 
registered members of the WPNA are welcome to vote so long as they have been a member 
of the Association for a minimum of 30 days prior to the election.  If you are interested in 
running for a position, please contact the WPNA and we will put you in contact with the 
nominating committee.

Sincerely, Karen Pagani, WPNA President
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President .................. Karen Pagani ........................................... 512-786-7224 

Vice President ........ Charters Wynn ....................................... 512-914-2031

Secretary .................. Meghan Dougherty ............................. 512-709-4912

Treasurer .................. Ward Davison ......................................... 512-774-4166

ANC Rep ................... Ashley Holmes ....................................... 512-949-9364

WoW Editor ............. Amanda Rose ............ newsletter@windsorpark.info

WoW 
Sponsorships .......... Chad Cotton......... sponsorship@windsorpark.info

SPONSORS:
We must receive your 

content and check by the 
15th in order to include 

your sponsorship notice 
in the following month’s 

newsletter.
Mail check  

(payable to WPNA):
WPNA 

P.O. Box 16183  
Austin, TX  78761

For Questions or to send Graphic 
Content, contact:

sponsorship@windsorpark.info

The Windsor Park Neighborhood Plan Contact 
Team (WPNPCT) is a representative group of neighbor-
hood stakeholders charged as stewards of the Windsor Park 
Neighborhood Plan, to uphold the implementation of the 
Plan’s vision, goals and recommendations, and to review & 

vote on all proposed amendments to the Plan. 
Meetings are the second Monday of each month at the 
Windsor Park Library (subject to change) at 6:30 p.m. 

Contact WPNPCT Chair Steve Speir for 
more information at sspeir@austin.rr.com or call 512-

451-5412 or 512-363-0251. 
Everyone is always invited to attend and participate.

Numbers count! A strong neighborhood 
association advocates more effectively 
for Windsor Park! Join us today!

JOIN WPNA
All residents of Windsor Park are eligible to become voting members of 
the Windsor Park Neighborhood Association. If you would like to join the 
association, please send your dues, at the level appropriate for you, to the 
address below or bring them to a monthly general meeting. Memberships 
are renewed yearly and expire on December 31 of each year. In order 
to vote on WPNA positions, you must have been a member for 30 days. 
Business members are welcome but do not have voting privileges.

The money received for dues is used to produce our newsletter and to 
support our other neighborhood programs. Because WPNA is a 501(c)
(3) organization, your dues and any other donations are tax deductible.

o Student/fixed income — $5/person

o Standard  / Individual — $15/person

o Family — $20

o Sustaining — $35 or more

o Non-voting donations - gladly accepted

Name(s):  ______________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

Phone:  _______________________________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________

Make checks payable to WPNA and mail to:  
WPNA, P.O. Box 16183, Austin, TX 78761
Or dues may be paid by Paypal through the WPNA website!

Type Size (in.) 1 month 6 Months

Business  
Card 

3.5 x 2 $45 $240

Quarter  
Page 

7.5 x 2 or  
3.75 x 5

$90 $480

Half 
Page

7.25 x 4 $180 $960

Austin Police District Representatives

East of Berkman
Officer James Scoggins

(512) 974-8393 | james.scoggins@austintexas.gov

West of Berkman
Officer James Hyatt 

(512) 974-5500 | james.hyatt@austintexas.gov

Windsor Park Library
Updates and Events

Events and Book Club
Nov. 2, 5:30pm: Day of the Dead / Dia de los 
Muertos
Nov 5, 10:15: All Ages Storytime
Nov 10, 3:30: Lego Lab
Nov 10, 7:30pm: Book Club, Soldier Girls: The 
Battles of Three Women at Home and at War by 
Helen Thorpe
Nov 12 & 19, 10:15: All Ages Storytime
Dec 1, 7pm: Austism in Love by Matt Fuller
Dec 5, 2pm: Family Matinee Series: Inside Out
Dec 8, 3:30pm: Lego Lab
Dec 8, 7pm: Book Club, Night by Elie Wiesel
Dec 10, 10:15am: Smart Opera presents Opera 
Cat

Library hours:
Monday - Thursday: 10am - 9pm
Friday: 1pm - 6pm
Saturday: 10am - 5pm      Closed Sundays

5833 Westminster Dr. • 512-974-9840 
http://library.austintexas.gov/windsor-park-branch

E-mail:
newsletter@windsorpark.info

Visit the website at:
Windsorpark.info

Newsgroup:
groups.yahoo.com/group/windsorpark/
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For The Trees
Tim Brosnan, ISA Certified Arborist and WP resident

Right Tree, Right Place
With summer finally behind us, it’s a great time of year to consider planting trees. Arborists often use the phrase, “right tree, 
right place,” meaning: plant a tree species that is fit for your property and plant it in a place that gives it the best chance to thrive 
over its lifetime (which might be well over a hundred years). Below is an abbreviated guide to help you if you’re interested in 
growing our urban forest here in Windsor Park. For more detailed info check out: http://texastreeplanting.tamu.edu 

Large trees
Live oaks – Ubiquitous, but still one of my favorite trees for its hardiness, beauty, and year-round green
Chinkapin oaks – Tough tree tolerant of many soil types, sawtoothed leaves, acorns provide food for wildlife or humans
Mexican white oaks (aka Monterrey oaks) – semi-evergreen, faster growth rate than most other oaks
Bur oaks – Slower growing, but long-lived and tolerant of diverse growing conditions

Small to Medium trees
Texas redbud – May be single or multi-trunked, showy reddish-pink blooms in spring
Mountain laurel – Evergreen with fragrant purple flowers in spring
Palo Verde – Airy, open canopy provides dappled shade and yellow flowers
Anacacho orchid – Delicate leaves and white blooms, beneficial for butterflies and bees
Mexican plum – White blooms in spring, fruit for birds or industrious humans (jams and jellies)

Fruit trees
In Central Texas, your best bet is to stick with the P’s: Peaches, Plums, Pears and Persimmons. These are proven winners and 
require less care than apples, citrus and other favorite fruits. The Natural Gardener is a great source for quality stock in the win-
ter, as well as all the information you’ll need to plant and care for them.

Where to plant
For saving on your electric bill, consider planting on the south and west sides of your house where trees will grow to create shade 
for windows and roofs.  Plant at least 10 feet off the curb and consider a tree’s size at maturity when planting near structures. 
Trees close to houses, sheds, fences, powerlines and other trees will require more pruning and will cost more to maintain over 
time. Some may even grow to an extent that removal is the only option.

Tim and his family have lived in Windsor Park since 2010. He owns and 
operates Brosnan Tree, a local tree care company. brosnantree.com

Berkman Drive Transportation Survey Results
Rodney Ahart, Transportation Committee

The Windsor Park Transportation Committee received 270 completed surveys.  Thank you for providing valuable input! 
The purpose of the survey was to gather comments on Berkman Drive existing street and any concerns, changes, or user 
experiences. The committee will utilize the survey results to communicate the needs of Windsor Park to the City of Austin. 

What intersection along Berkman Drive is most in need of a pedestrian crossing?

Does Windsor Park have too many, too few, or about the right number of bicycle lanes? 

How long have you lived in Windsor Park?

the  neighborhood  REALTOR

TROY HANNA
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS, MBA

512-659-7093

BUYING, SELLING, LEASING AND

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Troy@PresidioGroup.com

If the job calls for  
fast professional printing  
or duplicating, you need: 

G&F Discount Printing 
Austin, TX 78723

512-929-0585

DAVID THORESEN
REALTOR Certified Residential Specialist

Experience

Knowledge

Professionalism

512.913.3759
davidthoresen@johnhortonrealty.com

A PLR Affiliate
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DAVID THORESEN
REALTOR Certified Residential Specialist

Experience

Knowledge

Professionalism

512.913.3759
davidthoresen@johnhortonrealty.com

A PLR Affiliate
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the  neighborhood  REALTOR

TROY HANNA
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS, MBA

512-659-7093

BUYING, SELLING, LEASING AND
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Troy@PresidioGroup.com

Become a WPNA Member or renew your membership!
Join/renew at our next meeting on Saturday, February 14 at 10:00am

Memorial United  Methodist Church, 6100 Berkman

Joe Hernandez,  
(512) 657-8895 
COMPLETE REMODELING 
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 
NEW ROOFS/ROOF REPAIRS 
FENCING AND DECKING 
TILING , PAINTING 
jhtitan@yahoo.com 
References available 

PLUMBING 
WATER HEATERS 
LEAKY FAUCETS 
DRAIN REPAIRS 
ELECTRICAL 
CIRCUIT REPAIRS 
CEILING FANS 
LIGHT FIXTURES 
HOUSE LEVELING 

You have a friend at                                                                                     
MEMORIAL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

        HWY 290E

            IH35 N      Cameron     Berkman 
                                                                                                
                                                                               Sunday School- 9:15am        Worship - 10:30am
              Clayton    Briarcliff                                  Office # 452-5796  
                                                                        
     

We would love to see you this Sunday
WELCOME …A PLACE FOR EVERYONE
A great place to meet new friends, find needed 

encouragement and discover God’s plan for you.

Debby Reynolds
512-699-2130
debbyreynolds512@gmail.com
www.turnerresidential.com

DELWOOD REALTOR AND RESIDENT
 

Windsor Park Library
Updates and Events

Events and Book Club

Thursdays at 10:15am: All Ages Storytime 
February 7, 2:00pm: Saturday Movie Matinee: Flash 
Gordon
February 10, 7:00pm: Book Club: Consider the 
Lobster and Other Essays by David Foster Wallace
February 12, 3:30pm: Thinkery at the Library
February 17, 3:30pm: Lego Lab
February 19, 10:15am: Literature Live! Chicken Big
February 26, 10:15am: Dougherty Arts School 
Presents Kid Sheriff and the Terrible Toads
February 26, 3:30pm: Thinkery at the Library
March 3, 7:00pm: Community Cinema: The 
Homestretch
March 7, 2:00pm: Saturday Movie Matinee: The Box 
Trolls
March 10, 7:00pm: Book Club: Gulliver’s Travels by 
Jonathan Swift

New hours as of January 2015:
Monday - Thursday: 10am - 9pm
Friday: 1pm - 6pm
Saturday: 10am - 5pm
Closed Sundays

5833 Westminster Dr. • 512-974-9840 
http://library.austintexas.gov/windsor-park-branch

A Message from Councilman Gregorio 
“Greg” Casar Regarding Berkman/Cloverleaf 
Collision
Karen Pagani

Regarding the tragic accident that occurred at the corner 
of Cloverleaf and Berkman on Thursday, January 15th, 
Councilman Casar has communicated to the WPNA the 
following message. He personally came by the scene 
of the accident the following day and spoke with the 
person at whose home this happened. I think we should 
all congratulate ourselves for having elected such a 
responsive and compassionate council member with 
such a capable and gracious staff.

Message from Councilman Casar:
My deepest sympathies go out to the families of the 
individuals involved in early Thursday morning’s 
accident at Berkman Drive and Cloverleaf Drive that 
resulted in the death of one of our residents. This accident 
tragically highlights to the whole city the dangers of 
traffic on Berkman Drive and the east-west neighborhood 
streets that cross it. I’ve visited with witnesses to the 
accident, and I’m committed to working with the City 
and the neighborhood to fight for effective and timely 
policy change to improve our safety. I will be working 
with Windsor Park and other District 4 neighborhoods to 
identify streets that pose the greatest dangers to drivers, 
bikers, and pedestrians. If we come together as a District 
around a set of high-priority areas, I’m confident we can 
get the funding for safety we need. After the accident, my 
office has addressed an additional concern. In my view, 
the Austin Code Department did not provide a sensitive 
and satisfactory response to the owner of the Windsor 
Park home where the accident partially occurred. I will 
work with Code and our other departments to ensure 
that the City is respectful and mindful in its response in 
the future to accidents like this one. I will be hearing 
more information about the accident from APD, and I 
will keep the neighborhood informed. As always, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at Greg.Casar@austintexas.
gov or call my office at 512-978-2104.

View the newsletter online and find other
important neighborhood information!

http://www.windsorpark.info

Transportation survey, continued from p. 2

With the anticipated increase in traffic on Berkman Drive, the growth of Mueller and the recent HEB opening, which 
best describes your preferred roadway configuration?

In a typical week, which of the following forms of transportation does your household use? (Check all that apply)

(512) 291-6976 
5802 Berkman Dr. 
blinkbeautyatx.com

We are happy to be in the Windsor Park neighborhood!
Mention this ad and get a full set of lash extensions for 

$99, a $250 value! (Mon & Tues only)

Debby Reynolds
512-699-2130
debbyreynolds512@gmail.com
www.turnerresidential.com

DELWOOD REALTOR AND RESIDENT
 

Used Shoe Drive
Cynthia Kepler, Pastor, Memorial United Methodist 
Church

Memorial UMC (6100 Berkman, across from Harris Elementa-
ry) is hosting a used shoe drive to benefit one of our non-profit 
partners, Redemptive Work, now through Thanksgiving.  Just 
drop off your old shoes (in pairs, please) during office hours 
(the office is the door with the drive-under portico) or simply 
leave them by that door.

Over 600 million pairs of shoes are sent to landfills in the US 
every year.  Redemptive Work is paid by the pound for those 
shoes, which are used in developing countries to provide work, 
either refurbishing them for sale or breaking them down for 
raw materials to start businesses.  Redemptive Work uses the 
money they get to provide coaching and assistance for people 
in Austin who experience barriers getting into and remaining in 
the workforce.  For more information, check out redemptive-
work.org or contact us at the church at 512-452-5796.   

Some Happenings & Invites from Council 
Member Ora Houston

PERSON/PLACE/THING/ curated exhibit at Cement 
Loop (5811 Berkman Dr. Ste. 140) October 23 - November 
6. 
Exploring District One through community, memory, and object, 
Los Outsiders is gathering stories and mementos from the residents 
in the district. They will curate an exhibition of personal objects and 
imagery and use interviews and portraiture to capture the everyday 
memories that weave residents together and to the places they call 
home.  More info available at http://www.drawinglinesaustin.com/ 

DISTRICT #1 - ARE U UP FOR A CHALLENGE? 
A challenge to reduce the amount of recycle material that ends up in 
your trash cart rather than in the blue cart - More information will be 
circulated after November 13th – stay tuned!

CodeNEXT walks and Sound Check
The entire community and everyone is welcome to join CodeNEXT 
in the field for upcoming Community Walks and for our week-long 
workshop in November called the “Sound Check.” Here’s more 
information: 
Community Walks with CodeNEXT: Austinites are invited to join 
a one-hour interactive walk with the CodeNEXT team: As the local 
expert on where you live, what could be improved around you?  Read 
the full release here: http://austintexas.gov/news/codenext-goes-
field-public-invited-7-community-walkshttp://austintexas.gov/news/
codenext-goes-field-public-invited-7-community-walks
CodeNEXT: SOUND CHECK workshop: Along with intensive work 
by consultants and staff, public events and activities will take place 
every day between Nov. 16 and 21. We will provide a more detailed 
schedule as we get closer:  www.austintexas.gov/event/codenext-
sound-check.
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November 2015 Mueller Update
Rick Krivoniak

Unlike the surrounding neighborhoods with multitudes of churches, schools, and public library branches or recreation centers, 
Mueller has no such facilities, and none are planned. Churches are allowed, but the land and development costs are prohibitive. 
Several private spaces are available, but many charge fees, have time restrictions or are not large enough. Mueller residents 
are beginning a conversation on public meeting space at Mueller, not only for the Mueller Neighborhood Association, but for 
smaller book or other social groups. Mueller Central and the historic Browning Hangar are planned to be sold for commercial 
uses. The iconic terminal tower has many safety and accessibility issues, but no specific plans for the immediate area at its base. 
As Mueller nears its anticipated 2020 build-out, questions about the future of these sites will be posed at upcoming Mueller and 
RMMAPIAC meetings. In the interim, they are open to offers from surrounding neighborhoods for space. Click the “Contact 
MNA” tab at http://www.muellerneighborhood.org/  

Principals from Andrews, Blanton and Harris elementary schools spoke at WPNA’s October meeting. As with AISD in general, 
enrollment is down a bit at our neighborhood elementary schools. However, within Mueller’s attendance zone for Blanton, 
homes have only begun to be occupied for a bit over two years. Most of the residential units remaining to be built at Mueller 
also fall within the area tracking to Blanton, Garcia/Means and Reagan. There are Mueller students now attending Blanton, and 
more will come in the next few years. Since the failure of their 2013 bond proposition for a northeast school, AISD has been 
considering other schooling options on the Mueller land set aside for a school. Any facility is still several years from reality, as 
the site currently has no infrastructure. It is not anticipated that any AISD or joint venture charter or private school would limit 
its enrollment to Mueller residents.

The Thinkery hosts a Community Night every Wednesday from 4 PM to 8 PM - admission is the donation of your choice. Free 
parking is available in the Town Center Parking Garage on McBee Street. More information is at http://thinkeryaustin.org/
events/  The 10th Annual Mueller Tower Lighting Ceremony is scheduled for Tuesday, December 1st, featuring music, holiday 
treats, family activities and of course, the NOEL lighting on the former control tower. The location will be the vacant lot on the 
west side of the 3900 Block of Berkman Drive, just a bit southwest of the tower. The NOEL tradition dates back to the 1960’s, 
but was dropped after aviation ceased at Mueller in 1999 until Catellus revived it in 2005!  

The RMMAPIAC next meets on November 10, 2015 at 6PM in Meeting Room 1 of the Carver Library, 1161 Angelina Street. 
There is no December RMMAPIAC meeting, so the following meeting is January 12, 2016. Please send Mueller-related 
questions & comments to bc-Rick.Krivoniak@austintexas.gov.

November 2015 Yard of the Month
Sara Jane Lee

The November winner is Stephanie Meyer of 1406 Hillcrest Lane.  Over the last year she has replaced her lawn.    She would 
like to thank her neighbors for donating leaves and cardboard for her project.  She also appreciates their encouraging com-
ments.  Her landscape now is composed of beautiful and useful plants.

Now her front yard is a cornucopia of flowers, vegetables, and herbs anchored by fruit and other trees.  She has Fig, Pome-
granate, Mulberry, Pecan, Pear, Plum, Mandarin, Meyer lemon, and Loquat trees. She has just added a Tea tree and a Button 
bush.  One of her favorite plants is the Bird of Paradise, which fixes nitrogen in the soil and attracts bees and other pollinators.  
Milkweed is food for the Monarch butterfly and provides a place for them to lay their eggs. She also has Texas Sage, Chile 
piquen, Lamb’s ear, Zinnia, Impatiens, Purple coneflower, Lantana, Silver ponyfoot, Fountain grass, and Turk’s cap.  Her 
favorite vegetable is the Rainbow chard, which is nutritious, requires little care, and tastes delicious.

Starting last November she started removing the grass.  Because a tiller would compact the compact the heavy clay soil, she 
used a spading fork. She also hand dug the berms and swales that run perpendicular to the water runoff.  She filled in the 
swales with fallen wood and leaves and covered them with pine straw and hardwood mulch.  The result works like a sponge. 
She amended the topsoil with compost and mulch.  To conserve water, she uses drip irrigation on a timer.   She also uses lots 
of mulch.  

Ms Meyer will receive a $50.00 gift certificate from our sponsor, Shoal Creek Nursery, 2710 Hancock Drive.   
Pictures of the Yard of the Month are displayed on our website, www.Windsorpark.info as well as our Facebook page.   Check 
them out.

Do you like a certain yard, or yards, in the neighborhood?  You can nominate more than one. Tell us.  We cannot visit every 
yard in the neighborhood every month.  We may not have seen your great yard.  Don’t be humble.  We love to get nomina-
tions.  To nominate a yard or yards, e-mail us at yom@windsorpark.info , call 928-0681 or write WPNA YOMC, PO Box 
16183, Austin, Texas 78761
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR:  WHIT WILLIAMS

Martin Luecke

Our neighbor on Glenvalley Drive since 1999 with wife Ashley (former WPNA newsletter editor), Whit is recipient of the 2014 
Mississippi Review Poetry Prize, and his collection, Backmasking, won the 2013 Robert Phillips Poetry Chapbook Prize from 
Texas Review Press. He was also featured in the 2014 University of North Texas Kraken Reading Series, and his poems have 
been published in numerous literary journals. His latest collection, Lost in the Telling, is available at Malvern Book Store.  And 
oh, by the way, he is guitarist for the rock band Cotton Mather.

Whit first came here as a Windsor Park librarian, back when libraries lived in strip shopping centers!  (Current WP library built 
in 2000).  Although he now works at a UT library, he still puts in a weekly volunteer night at our library.   Old habits are hard 
to break!

Whit first tried poetry in college, and discovered he was not all that good at it.  Later as a rock band guitarist he was writing 
lyrics on a regular basis, but as Whit puts it, rock lyrics are not poetry.  It wasn’t until 2008 while working with a poetry grad 
student at a UT library, Whit was encouraged to pick up the pen and try poetry again.  (yes, that rhymes on purpose!)  For some 
reason he suddenly got the knack for it.

These days he tries to write every day, sitting by the window on quiet weekend mornings on Glenvalley, listening to the voices 
in his head, “tapping into the small little universe in my brain.”  Most people think a poet waits around for the muse, but Whit 
says he doesn’t depend on inspiration, for it is fleeting.  The real writing comes because you “sit and do the work.”  

“When I started, I kind of liked being surprised at what pops into my head, and when you get to writing and like how the words 
come out, you don’t have time to wonder where that came from.  For the most part I try to let the language dictate where the 
poem might go.”   You will find one of Whit’s poems printed here, below.

Whit has published three poetry books, a half dozen chatbooks (20-35 pages), recorded a self release music cd, and released 
several cds with the band Cotton Mather, in addition to doing studio guitar work for various artists around Austin.  I ran into 
Whit at a poetry reading at Malvern Books on 29th street.

Thanks for all the nominations this month!  Martin Luecke 536.0465 or mwluecke@hotmail.com. 

November message from CM Greg Casar

Thanks to everyone who attended our community meeting 
on Transportation in September. At that meeting, we were 
joined by Mobility Committee Chair Ann Kitchen and Dis-
trict 50 State Representative Celia Israel (who serves on the 
State House’s Transportation Committee) who agreed to work 
together towards improving North Lamar. I think this is a great 
step forward for the long term work to address transportation 
needs in District 4.

Speed Bumps Coming to Corona
I was happy to work with the Transportation Department to use 
my office’s remaining budget dollars for FY2015 to provide 
initial funding for the long-awaited speed bumps at Corona 
Drive. Over 80% of the neighbors on the street organized and 
brought the request for traffic calming devices forward, and my 
office and the Transportation Department heard loud and clear! 
This project will move forward to improve the quality of life 
for Windsor Park neighbors – you can look forward to these 
speed bumps being installed very soon.

Standardizing voting hours for all City facilities
In October, I authored and sponsored a resolution to bring 
consistency to voting hours at City facilities during early vot-
ing, especially at locations on the east side of I-35. During 
this last election, several voters contacted me about having 
trouble voting in the morning hours at Gus Garcia Recreation 
Center. Our City staff has been working hard to restore hours 
at City-owned facilities to pre-recession hours, and has already 
implemented plans to ensure all of our City facilities that are 
election locations are consistent with County-wide early voting 
hours beginning in 2016. 

Austin Leading Texas in Clean, Affordable Solar En-
ergy
Solar prices have hit a historic low and Austin moved to benefit 
from this. This month, City Council initiated the purchase of 
up to 450 megawatts of solar and directed Austin Energy to 
bring another 150 megawatts by 2019. This purchase puts Aus-
tin into a national leadership role in clean, reliable, and afford-
able solar energy. Experts have concluded that these new solar 
deals will save ratepayers money for decades to come, along 
with helping our environment.

Keep in Touch!  As always, I encourage you to contact 
me and my staff with any questions or concerns.  I look 
forward to hearing from you.

www.salthomes.com
jane@salthomes.com

Jane Amschwand

Realtor®

Salt Homes, LLC

Owner/Broker

512.228.2484

Windsor Park Resident
and Real Estate Broker

Mapmaking: The Early Years

So look: I’ve drawn this field. It marks the spot
Where morning sun will wake the larks and cattle.
One time it burned, but let’s not talk of that.
Here’s Thomas, shirtless, biking into battle
With arrows, bow. We track the trolls that lurk
In woods up here along this northern border  
And also Chickasaw, as we are Creek.
The mileage scale and legend aren’t in order
But there’s the road to school. Go south, those hills
Where giant eagles hunt and roost begin
To rise. I’ve rendered them to size. This feels
As though it needs a stippled bog or fen.
Except for chocolate smudge, my west is blank
And bare. Someday I’ll fill it in, I think.

East Austin Studio Tour in Windsor Park
Scott Rolfe

The East Austin Studio Tour (E.A.S.T.) is once again upon us: 
Local artists across East Austin will open their studios to the 
public on the weekends of November 14-15 and 21-22, from 
11 am to 6 pm. 78723 has a good representation of artists. 
Among the artists showing are: 

• Katy David 2204 Palo Pinto Dr. (Modern Pysanky/Batik 
Eggshells)

• Scott Rolfe 1305 Glencrest Dr. (Assemblage)
• Gabe Langholtz 1305 Glencrest Dr .(Painting)
• Chaos Woods 5335 Westminster Dr. (Wooden Curiosi-

ties)
• Nicole Conlay 1406 Hillcrest Dr. (Mixed Media Painting)
• April Sullivan 5407B Westminster Dr. (Yarn Painting)
• Matt Mikulla 5811 Berkman Dr. (Photography)
• David Leonard 1804 Corona Dr. (Painting)

This is a great way to check out local talent, as well as meet 
your neighbors. For more information about neighborhood 
artists check out https://www.facebook.com/23East.  For more 
information about the overall event go to http://www.eastaus-
tinstudiotour.com/.  Maps will be available at local libraries, 
including the Windsor Park branch.
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Andrew Elementary
Saleem Blevins, Principal

As always, October was a very busy month at Andrews Elementary. We had a fantastic family night put on by GirlStart focused 
on the STEM subjects, and our own Fall Festival that was very well attended. Our Fall Festival serves as our single biggest 
fundraiser of the year.  A large group of students and families also attended the kickoff of the Marathon Kids program which is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. This year all students in grades Kindergarten-5th will be running or walking each day as 
part of their wellness activities, and throughout the year they will work towards completing the equivalent of 4 full marathons.  
We also had a group of 4th and 5th graders be the first students ever to represent Andrews as members of the National Elementary 
Honor Society. We had a great induction ceremony attended by family, friends, and special community guests.  

On November 19th  starting at 6:00 PM we will have a Harvest Festival at LBJ High School in conjunction with the other schools 
in the LBJ vertical team. This will be an opportunity for us to come together for a wonderful feast and to show off many of the 
wonderful things that are going on at our campuses. It will also include student performances. We hope to see you there! 

I had the opportunity to attend the October meeting of the WPNA and really enjoyed sharing information about our school and 
answering questions from your members. We are always looking for additional support from the community and would be 
happy to have community members come out and visit. We have Parent Coffee meetings the first Friday of every month at 8:15 
AM and CAC meetings the first Wednesday of each month at 3:30. We would be happy to have you join us to find out more 
about our school and to share information about what is going on in the community.   

Blanton Elementary
Karon Smutzer, ACE Site Coordinator

Fall is in the air, students are busy with their studies, but quiet plans of Halloween and Thanksgiving are being whispered in the 
Blanton hallways…fun and family time is on everyone’s mind.  

Our Blanton Adult exercise class is still going strong, they meet each Monday and Tuesday in the gym from 3:15 to 4:15 p.m. 
everyone is invited to come join us in becoming fit and healthy.  One of our own Blanton staff members is leading this class and 
everyone participating seems to enjoy it greatly.  Camp Fire is back with their ‘Play to Learn’ program that is offered to parents 
and pre-kinder students not in school.  They are learning about literacy and becoming more prepared to join us when they are 
of school age.

November 1 Daylight Savings Time ends, so set your clocks back an hour and enjoy the extra sleep.  We have two holidays in 
November where there is no school: November 11 for Veteran’s Day, and Nov 25-27 for Thanksgiving.
On November 11, the ACE program will host a presentation for parents and friends of the third grade group who have been 
attending after school classes on architecture.  The presentation will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will show everyone in attendance 
what the students have been learning from the instructors.  ACE will also continue collecting t-shirts for the ‘T-Shirts for Hunger 
Program’ which will be an ongoing activity.  The shirts are collected to make grocery bags to be used by the food bank when 
handing out food to the needy.  Clean, gently used (no holes) t-shirts may be put in the t-shirt barrel at school and ACE will see 
they are delivered to Travis County.  The best sizes are youth large, adult small and adult medium - long-sleeve, short-sleeve 
or tank tops.  We welcome our community to participate in this activity.  The ACE program also welcomes donations of old 
magazines, please send an email to the address below or leave a message at 512-841-5678.  Many thanks to those who have 
already donated!!!

Our PTA will meet on November 19.  Our Principal’s coffee is November 20 at 8:30 a.m. where parents and community have a 
chance to visit with her about the school.  Also, every month we have a garden/beautification work day to work on our fruit trees, 
raised planting beds and general landscape upkeep.  We invite the community to join us in keeping our school grounds healthy 
and vibrant.  The work day this month is November 21 starting at 10:00 a.m.
We encourage the Windsor Park community to join us for the fun and enjoyment of any special events whenever they have 
the opportunity.  For more information, please feel free to contact Karon Smutzer, ACE Site Coordinator at karon.smutzer@
austinisd.org or call 512-841-5678 to leave a message.  

Harris Elementary – Early College Prep
Gloria Cano, school counselor

Autumn is a busy time for scholars at Harris. In October parents attended workshops giving them information about our SEL 
curriculum that helps students with social emotional skills. Our Hispanic heritage program was also held on October 14. 
Students in the program performed songs, dances, and traditional games.  Our Fall Festival was held October 30 sponsored by 
PTA. Those attending had a great time.   The Book Fair was successful again this year - students and parents had a great time 
picking out books. Finally, as part of our No Place for Hate events, we participated in Positive Chalk. Classes created chalk art 
with positive messages about treating others with respect and promoting positive feelings for all at Harris. 

We want to give a shout out to our partner United Memorial Methodist Church. We are planning to offer English as a Second 
Language classes in partnership with Manos de Cristo beginning in January at UMMC. More information about registration 
will be forthcoming. Neighbors, please remember to follow the school speed zones in the morning and afternoon on Wheless 
Lane and Berkman Drive. We want to keep everyone safe and appreciate your cooperation.

Bertha Sadler Means YWLA 
Ashley Ayala, Parent Support Specialist

Our Sadler Means young ladies are speeding through the semester, and our PTSA has been working hard in and out of school. 
Our ladies are excited about the upcoming Harvest Festival where they will be able to share their talents (and dinner!) with our 
community at LBJ. We would love to see you all there. 

Picture retakes have been completed and that means that YEARBOOKS are officially on sale!!! Ms. Matula is available to 
take your order. Our students have each received their laptop and are learning so much. If you would like to learn more, or 
brush up on your computer skills, please contact Ms. Ayala at 512-841-5793. Our ESL classes are going strong and we’d love 
to have you join us so that we can practice our English language skills. 

We’ve begun to tour our neighborhood elementary schools to share some of the great things our students are doing, if you’re 
interested in our campus as an option for your student, please call and schedule a school tour!  Now that the temperatures are 
cooling (and hopefully staying that way), we will be starting our Walking for Wellness group on Monday and Wednesday 
mornings. Lace up your sneakers and join us at 8:00 am.

As always, thanks so much for supporting Bertha Sadler Means YWLA where our girls are LEADING THE WAY!

John H. Reagan Early College High School
Julia Remington, LCSW Bilingual Social Service Specialist

Great things are happening at Reagan High School. The football team is 3-3 and growing stronger every week.  Check out 
their Facebook page at  https://www.facebook.com/Reagan-Raider-Football-393727757358850/ 

On October 24 the school partnered with Maximum Taekwondo and Yoga to offer a free self-defense class to parents, stu-
dents, and staff.  October 30 - The theatre department hosted their annual Halloween Haunted House.  It was spooky!

More students are taking ACC and UT classes with several on track to get their associates degree.  If you have a student inter-
ested in taking early college classes contact Ms. Dillawn at 512-841-3113.
Please join us for these upcoming events on campus:
November 7, 9am to Noon- Saturday School
November 18- StandUp for Reagan- This annual community dinner is a great way to show your support for Reagan as well as 
offer feedback on ways to improve the campus. 
“Not Without Honor” - Thank you for your continued support of the Reagan community.  


