WPNA Meeting Minutes 7/8/17
Welcome - Call to order at 10:13. Meghan Dougherty welcomed first time attendees, and acknowledged newsletter sponsors and deliverers.
Citizen Communications

· Steve Spears, a Democratic Party precinct chair, announced a Texas District 46 candidate forum, 2-5 PM, July 9, at ACC

· Martin Luecke announced that he is looking for potential neighbors to profile for Window on Windsor

Minutes – Rick Krivoniak suggested 2 edits to the minutes of the 6/10 meeting. The minutes were approved as edited.

Yard of the Month – Chris and Marsha Krumrey of 5206 Robinsdale Ln were awarded for their unusual yard, planted in a tropical and lush Corpus Christi style, with lots of yard art.

Communications - Meghan Dougherty announced that WPNA has started using Mail Chimp to send emails of website updates. Sign up is at WindsorPark.info.

Realtors Panel – Karen Pagani and John Paul Porter presented on sales and development trends in Windsor Park. They reported that listings were still moving quickly, although not quite as quickly as a couple of years ago. They said that converting a garage to living space is can have mixed results, as some buyers still want a garage, and if you have to pass through unconditioned space to access the conversion it is valued at a lower level by appraisers. The median list price in the neighborhood is approaching $400,000. There have been few tear downs, due in part to the lack of pier and beam houses, which are easier to remove. In St. Johns, properties are being bought, the homes removed, and the lot subdivided, perhaps resulting in two properties worth $330,000 to $375,000. They said that few new duplexes are being built in Windsor Park, but elsewhere they tend to result in an increase in total property value. Also, new construction tends to allow for less unbuilt yard space, like in Mueller. There is an increase in interest in building ADUs, but little evidence of follow through as of yet. Density could increase under Code Next, but it is not likely to happen rapidly. They warned against buyer solicitations, as some of the companies in that market make below market offers. They are currently seeing about 70% of sales going to homeowners, and 30% going to investors. There are some companies still working in the area flipping homes, but the level is down, and some of the companies that did lower quality work have moved on. When asked about local schools’ impact on housing, they said that the middle and high schools do influence the market, particularly for families, who often leave the neighborhood as their kids get to middle or high school age. However, a new middle school in Mueller could help that situation.
AHA resolution – Kara Kreuger presented resolution regarding Accessible Housing Austin’s proposed Briarcliff development for endorsement by WPNA. The resolution was published in Window on Windsor. Meg Brooks moved to accept the resolution, and Robin Hoffpauir seconded. The first point was changed to read “Urge the City to ensure compliance with flooding protection requirements.” After discussion about parking needs, and the presence of underused lots at businesses nearby, the second point was revised to read “Urge AHA to consider working with neighboring businesses to ensure that less street parking is used by those visiting or living at the property.” Due to additional time needed to discuss the resolution properly, the motion was postponed until the August WPNA meeting, passing with a 20-7 vote.

ANC resolution – Brian Graham presented on an ANC resolution regarding a developer who changed their rezoning request right before the City Council’s third reading. The change used a loophole in the current regulations by moving the area affected by the rezoning back from the property line to invalidate many of the neighbors’ signatures on a previously valid petition against the rezoning. The result was to make the petition no longer valid, allowing the rezoning to pass with fewer Councilmember votes. The ACA resolution would prevent such a move in the future. The motion for WPNA to support the ACA resolution passed, with 2 votes opposing.

Code Next – Connor Kenney presented on a letter from the Contact Team. A second draft is going to be released in August. The letter requests, amongst other things, a PUD with base zoning to be implemented at Windsor Village; a PUD with base zoning at Capitol Plaza to allow mixed use, stepping up the height of buildings as they near I-35; zoning that shortens the height of allowed buildings at 51st and Berkman and at 51st and Cameron; and rezoning the property at 1200 Berkman to allopw for multi-family use up to four stories while precluding commercial use. Brian Graham moved that WPNA endorse the letter, Martin Luecke seconded. The motion was approved unanimously.

Development at 6409 Berkman – Connor Kenney presented on a proposed residential development that would have gated access. The Contact Team is working with the developer to provide greater access through the property by sidewalks, amongst other potential concessions. The negotiations are ongoing, but due to the developer’s timeline, they are asking for WPNA support at this meeting. Brian Graham made a motion to authorize the WPNA Executive Committee to support, with potential caveats, the decision of the Contact Team will make at their July meeting regarding the development. Mohan Rao seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report -  Presented by Meg Brooks.

Committee Reports -  no reports this month.
Adjorn – The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 pm.
